A Year of Renewal

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time Feb. 6/7

God’s Presence/Call - my
response as an individual

Readings from the Liturgy:
Isaiah 6:1-8 and Luke 5:1-11.

Today’s first reading, from the Book
of Isaiah, describes the prophet’s mystical
encounter with God, in which he experi-
ences a divine call to be the Lord’s proph-
et. This scene captures in powerful fashion
the conviction shared by both
Judaism and Christianity that we
are privileged recipients of the divine
self-disclosure we term “revelation” or
literally “unveiling” and that this revelation
is passed on to us through the
medium of human messengers.
Revelation is the process of God’s self-
communication in human history. In
Biblical times God entered the world
of the Israelites through creation,
dreams, prophecy, and historical
events. God engages with the community
of Israel as well as with individuals.
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In describing the call of Peter, Luke draws
on Marlk’s earlier version as well as other
sources. The miraculous catch of fish on
this occasion is found in John’s Gospel
after the resurrection, not before as

here. Instead of Peter receiving an abrupt
call from a virtual stranger, Luke has
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already told of Jesus’ cure of Simon Peter’s
mother-in-law. Here he describes Jesus

as having preached the “word of God” in
verse | from Peter’s boat prior to direct-
ing him to set out into “deep water” for a
catch (an image perhaps intended for the
encouragement of Luke’s community in
their efforts to spread the Gospel). Luke
is making the point that Christian mission
flows from hearing the word of God and
from having received Jesus’ call to disciple-
ship. The final phase of the reading from
Luke (“they left everything and
followed Jesus”) is an important
Lucan theme, i.e., that discipleship
requires the willingness to renounce
everything for the sake of the Gospel.

We believe Jesus is the fullest expression
&< "\ of God’s revelation. Revelation
is dynamic and continues to
unfold. It refers to the process of what
has been communicated, and the content
that has been communicated. Today we
come to know God’s revelation through
the Scriptures, Traditions of the Church,
liturgies and people who
continue God’s work and are
called personally to share it with
others. For God, Isaiah’s and Peter’s
humanity was not a problem in doing
God’s work, rather today it helps us to
know we belong to God.
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