
S A I N T  J O H N  F I S H E R  C H A P E L  U N I V E R S I T Y  P A R I S H 

W ow! What a year this has been �² 
meaning what we call our fiscal/

program year �² 2009/2010!!! It was our Year 
of Renewal. I hope by this time that you are 
not tired of hearing about it but will see and 
know it as something we have experienced 
together as we seek deeper meaning in our 
relationship with God and with one another 
and a deeper meaning of our Catholic Faith. 
So please excuse some of this repetition and 
see it as something our family has shared and 
now we are moving forward with what we 
have learned and where we will be going in 
the future. The three bullets below are what 
we have heard from the community as a 
result of the Year of Renewal and will now 
become our focus/goals for the next few 
years. 
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�$�F�W�L�R�Q�µ��as James reminds us in his Letter 
���������������W�R���W�K�H���'�L�D�V�S�R�U�D�����´�'�R���U�H�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�D�W��
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call to action is addressed to individuals 
and the community as a whole. It requires 
works of charity as well as a more pro-
phetic role of the community, i.e. to estab-
lish justice in our communities, our coun-
try, and our world. 

�x��The call to deepen our understanding 
of what it means to be Church today. 
The Church is facing a crisis in its own in-
stitutional identity and in trying to define 
its relationship to the world. The demo-
graphics of the Church are changing, and 
while many are questioning the institutional 
structure, we face the danger of isolation 
and losing the identity of what it means to 
be the Catholic Church in the world today. 

�x��The call to find a new paradigm of 
relationship with our young adults (18 
to 35 year olds - both singles and young 
families): to be a more inclusive and wel-
coming community with them. Some mem-

bers in this age group find themselves alien-
ated from the Church. Rather than asking, 
�´�:�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�K�H�\�"�µ���Z�H���D�V�N�����´�+�R�Z���F�D�Q���Z�H��
�E�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P���Z�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H�\���D�U�H�"�µ 

     So practically speaking, what does this 
mean? The Parish Council as our oversight 
leadership and the Pastoral Team as our im-
plementation leadership will be working to-
gether to develop objectives to carry out 
these goals. You will be hearing more about 
the specifics in the Parish Bulletin over the 
next several months. For now know that we, 
the parish leadership, are taking this very 
seriously. In the words of our Year of Re-
newal, we want to live our faith in action, 
deepen our understanding of what it means 
to be Church today and find a new paradigm 
of relationship with our young adults. 
     The Lord has blessed us with the GIFT of 
a meaningful and fulfilling Year of Renewal. 
Now it is time to put that GIFT into action! 
     As we move forward in this next fiscal/
program year, keep our parish leadership in 
your prayer. The Parish Council will be dis-
cerning and reflecting on the Mission/Vision/
Values of our SJF community in light of the 
Year of Renewal input and feedback. Pray for 
openness to the Holy Spirit and to where 
She might be guiding us. Also keep the SJF 
Pastoral Team in your prayers as we discern 
a new paradigm for how this implementation 
leadership team might approach our ministry 
this New Year and beyond. Keep your eyes, 
ears and hearts open to what you might ob-
serve. You might really be surprised. Why? 
Well when people keep themselves open to 
the Spirit, some really neat things happen. 
The Spirit takes us where She wants and not 
necessarily where we want to go. These are 
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will come forth! The Lord is Good!  
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and peace upon you,   Fr. Jerry 
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